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PRESS-RELEASE
On May 4th during II Eastern Europe and Central Asia AIDS Conference (Moscow 3-5 May 2008) was held an investment of gratitude award "Thank you!", which was established by ICO "East Europe and Central Asia Union of PLWH" (ECUO) jointly with the Conference's community dialogue space "Besedka".

ECUO Gratitude Award – it is an expression of gratitude and appreciation from all people, who are living with HIV for held, support and attention to those people, which from their kind hearts work in the area of improvement people living with HIV (PLWH) lives in the region.

This award is given to representatives from East Europe and Central Asia, who made most significant contribution into the process of HIV/AIDS epidemics overcoming, also for made activities and achievements in the area of improving quality of PLWH in the region.

14 representatives from the countries which are the members of ECUO (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Byelorussia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Mongolia, Poland, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Ukraine & Estonia) were awarded, also these people gained acknowledgements of their achievements on regional and international levels. 

Except for that was made special mention with the award "Thank you!" for 4 people from the countries which are not members of ECUO, but who work in the region of East Europe and Central Asia, and who's inputs could not stay unnoticed.

Also for the one person who was awarded, received support for participation in XVII AIDS Conference, which will be held in Mexico 3-8 August 2008.

According to the decision of the dialogue space “Besedka” participants (thanks to “Besedka” support this support became possible), this person is Zhaklyin Akopyan – family doctor from Armenia. 

Award "Thank you!" was passed to the representatives of organizations and communities of PLWH from those countries, from which the nominees could not attend the award ceremony. Gratitude awards will be handed to the winners during AIDS MEMORIAL DAY 2008 action in each country.
We would like to say THANK YOU TO:
1 Zhaklyin Akopyan, family doctor from Armenia

2 Esmira A. Almamedova, AIDS Center vice director from Azerbaijan 
3 Kaznacheyeva Elena, infectionist from Belarus

4 Tamara Dusenova,responsible secretary,  The Ministry of work and social defence KR  from  Kazakhstan

5 Vladislav Tyo, The head of infections department from Kyrgyzstan

6 Mara Spredze, consultant - volunteer AGIHAS from Latvia
7 Julija Rakickiene, prison hospital doctor from Lithuania
8 Zavalniy Ivan, The head of policlinic of Republics Clinical Hospital from Moldova
9 Zundui Zhargalmaa, infectionist from Mongolia
10 Aldona Zygmunt, Internal links manager of GSK Commercial Sp. z o.o from Poland

11 Nurlyaminova Zukhra, Republic AIDS center infectionist from Tajikistan

12 Svetlana Antonyak, the Head of Clinic Epidemiology institute of Ukraine of Gromashevskiy from Ukraine

13 Dildora Mustafaeva, infectionist from Uzbekistan
14 Grete Lehtla, specialist, nurse  AIDS Prevention Center from Estonia

15 Elton John, singer, public activist
16 Gailevich Roman, Regional Program Adviser for East Europe and Central Asia, UNAIDS
17 Nikola Canto, Regional director for Central Asia republics  Dutch non-governmental orgnaization "AIDS  foundation EAST-WEST"

18 Signe Rotberga, Baltics countries regional coordinator, UNODC
Additional Information

In 2005 the HIV/AIDS epidemic in the region achieved such a scale that a movement of HIV positive people was established in each country of the former Soviet Union. In each country there were activities aimed at improving of the quality of life of people living with HIV conducted but, as a rule, the majority of them were isolated from Regional and International initiatives. Lack of coordination between PLWH communities in the field of advocacy, lack of peer-to-peer expert support influenced the decrease of the efficiency of the activities in countries. 

In June 2005 the first meeting of the representatives of PLWH organizations from Ukraine, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and Moldova was held in Kyiv. The idea of establishing a regional union that would allow strengthening the position of HIV positive people in decision making process on national and international levels was born at that meeting. This initiative was supported by UNAIDS Secretariat and in September a constitutive meeting of the members of the union with participation of representatives from 10 countries was held. The idea of establishing of such union was supported by representatives of Azerbaijan, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. Today the Union includes 14 countries: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Byelorussia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Mongolia, Poland, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Ukraine & Estonia that speak about the importance and timeliness of this initiative. 

ICO "East Europe and Central Asia Union of PLWH" (ECUO) was officially registered in October 2007.

Our mission:

To promote the mobilization and capacity building of PLWH organizations of Eastern Europe and Central Asia; and to raise the quality and dignity of the PLWH lives. 

Areas of our activities: 
1. Expansion of the access to treatment care and support for PLWH 

2. Widening the involvement of PLWH in decision making process on key aspects of fight against the HIV/AIDS epidemic and elimination of its consequences on all levels 

3. Strengthening the capacity of the PLWH community organizations 

4. Assisting to the protection of human rights in the context of HIV/AIDS 
For additional information please contact ECUO Secretariat: tel - +38-044-4677565, +38-044-46775682, email Secretariat@ecuo.org , contact person Mariya Grishina 
Украина 04071 Киев, ул. Межигорская 87а
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