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May 8, 2008

To:
    Mr. Dmitry Medvedev

President of the Russian Federation
Mr. Victor Yushchenko

President of the Ukraine
Mr. Alexander Lukashenko
President of Belarus Republic
Mr. Vladimir Voronin
President of Moldova Republic
Mr. Ban Ki-moon 
Secretary-General of
The United Nations Organization
Mr. Peter Piot 
Director of The United Nations Organization
Joint Program on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS)

APPEAL
We, representatives of the Community of People Living with HIV/AIDS in the countries of Eastern Europe and Central Asia, participants of the Second Conference on HIV/AIDS in Eastern Europe and Central Asia (Moscow, May 3-5, 2008), assure Presidents of the Russian Federation, the Ukraine, Moldova and Belarus of our highest respect and kindly ask them to further the “AIDS – STOP!” motor rally. We are sure that encouragement of the action at the top level shall make an invaluable contribution in overcoming of HIV/AIDS epidemic in Russia, Moldova, the Ukraine and Belarus.
We, participants of the Second Conference on HV/AIDS in Eastern Europe and Central Asia, welcome the initiatives aimed at getting over the stigma and discrimination, at primary prevention of the HIV/AIDS epidemic progress as well as active involvement of broad social communities in public awareness campaigns on HIV/AIDS.

Against the background of improved access to HIV-infection therapy in the countries of Eastern Europe and increased financing for the prophylaxis and treatment programs on the part of our nations, as an essential line of action we consider to be an opportunity to share the best initiatives experience among the nations of the region, as well as the implementation of successful model projects, which have proved to be efficient in overcoming the HIV/AIDS epidemic.

It is the all-Russia “AIDS – STOP!” motor rally that makes such successful initiative, carried out with the support of the “Health” National Project, with personal participation of HIV-positive activists, representatives of the All-Russian Union of People Living with HIV.
Participants in the motor rally visited scores of towns and cities of Russia from Vladivostok to Moscow, conducting press-conferences, public awareness campaigns and actions in every city. 
Such action was evaluated as the best model of carrying out campaigns of prevention and overcoming stigma and discrimination in East European countries, and was described by the international experts as the best experience in the above said area.

The International Charitable Organization “East Europe and Central Asia Union of People Living with HIV/AIDS” (ECUO) calls to support similar initiatives and appeals to Presidents of the nations of Russia, the Ukraine, Moldova and Belarus to ensure leadership at the national level and further sharing of practices among countries in implementing the “AIDS – STOP!” model in the region.
We also appeal to international organizations, the UN entities and principal donors in the countries of Eastern Europe to support this initiative and ensure the implementation of full-scale national information campaigns of HIV/AIDS.
On their part the “East Europe and Central Asia Union of People Living with HIV/AIDS” together with the All-Russian Union of PLWH are ready to provide for the participation of national PLWH networks and associations from the Ukraine, Moldova and Belarus in carrying out an “AIDS – STOP!” motor rally with bringing in popular show figures and sportsmen as well as to render information support at an international level.

We take this opportunity to assure you again of our most sincere and high esteem.


	President of East Europe and Central Asia Union of People Living with HIV/AIDS (ECUO)
	Vladimir Zhovtyak


Ukraine 04071 Kiev, Mezhigorskaya str 87а
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